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Information  About  the 
Provincial  Achievement 
Testing  Program 

In  May  and  June,  your  son  or  daughter  in  Grade  9 will  write 
provincial  achievement  tests  in  math,  science,  social  studies, 
and  language  arts.  Students  in  grades  3 and  6 will  also  write 
achievement  tests. 

Answers  to  questions  that  parents  often  ask  about 
achievement  tests  are  given  below. 


What  is  the  purpose  of  the 
achievement  tests? 

The  achievement  tests  are  based  on  what  students 
are  expected  to  know  and  be  able  to  do,  and  how 
well  they  are  expected  to  perform.  These 
expectations  are  the  provincial  standards. 

The  achievement  tests  are  developed  to  determine 
whether  students  are  learning  what  they  are 
expected  to  learn,  to  inform  Albertans  about  how 
well  students  are  achieving  provincial  standards, 
and  to  support  teachers  in  planning  instruction 
for  improved  student  learning. 

Who  writes  the  tests? 

All  Alberta  students  in  grades  3,  6,  and  9 are 
expected  to  write  the  provincial  tests  for  their 
grade  levels.  Grade  3 students  write  tests  in 
mathematics  and  language  arts.  Grades  6 and  9 
students  write  tests  in  language  arts,  mathematics, 
science,  and  social  studies. 

Students  in  French  Programs  write  English  and 
French  Language  Arts  tests  and  the  French  forms 
of  the  other  tests.  A small  number  of  students  in 
special  circumstances,  who  would  be  unable  to 
respond  to  the  tests  or  who  would  be  harmed  by 
the  testing,  may  be  excused  by  a superintendent. 
Test  provisions,  that  are  consistent  with  the 
student’s  IPP  (Individual  Program  Plan),  are  made 
for  students  with  physical  disabilities  and  learning 
disabilities  who  need  assistance  to  write  the  tests. 


How  are  achievement  test  results 
used? 

Each  school  and  jurisdiction  receives  a detailed 
report  on  its  students’  results.  School  staff,  in 
consultation  with  their  school  council,  look  at  the 
school  report  to  see  where  their  students  did  well 
and  where  learning  could  be  improved.  The 
principal,  teachers,  parents,  and  the  community 
look  at  these  results  in  relation  to  past  results, 
along  with  school  and  district  assessments  and 
other  information  about  students  and  programs. 
They  use  this  information  to  improve  learning 
opportunities  for  their  students. 

Similarly,  the  school  board  and  the  superintendent 
look  at  the  district  report  to  see  how  district-wide 
programs  can  be  improved  for  students.  Alberta 
Learning  looks  at  the  provincial  results  to  see  if 
changes  are  needed  in  provincial  programs  or 
policies. 

In  this  way,  everyone  works  together  to  help  all 
students  maximize  learning  opportunities. 

Do  the  provincial  achievement 
tests  test  everything? 

No  single  test  can  assess  everything.  Laboratory 
skills,  creative  thinking,  oral  language  expression, 
and  many  other  learnings  are  best  evaluated  by 
the  classroom  teacher.  The  clearest  picture  of 
students’  growth  and  development  is  gained 
when  a wide  variety  of  assessment  information  is 
considered. 
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How  are  achievement  tests  developed? 

Alberta  Learning  and  classroom  teachers,  in  cooperation 
with  school  districts,  work  together  to  develop  the 
provincial  achievement  tests.  All  questions  are  field 
tested  with  grade  3,  6,  or  9 students  before  being  used  on 
provincial  tests.  Questions  that  appear  on  achievement 
tests  must  be  clear  to  students. 

When  are  the  tests  written? 

The  written  part  of  the  language  arts  test  and  Part  A of  the 
grades  3 and  6 mathematics  tests  are  scheduled  in  late  May. 
The  rest  of  the  tests  are  written  in  the  last  half  of  June. 


How  long  do  these  tests  take  to  write? 

The  Grade  3 language  arts  test  has  two  parts:  Part  A:  Writing 
takes  one  hour  and  Part  B:  Reading  takes  70  minutes.  The 
mathematics  test  is  made  up  of  two  parts,  Part  A:  Timed 
Number  Facts,  which  takes  six  minutes  and  Part  B:  Multiple 
Choice,  which  takes  60  minutes. 

In  grades  6 and  9,  the  written  section  of  the  language  arts  test 
takes  two  hours  and  the  reading  section  takes  one  and  one- 
half  hours.  The  Grade  6 Mathematics  Test  has  two  parts: 

Part  A:  Operations  and  Number  Sense  takes  30  minutes, 
and  Part  B:  Multiple  Choice  takes  60  minutes.  Multiple- 
choice  tests  in  social  studies  and  science  take  about  one  and 
one-half  hours  each. 

Suitable  breaks  are  provided  for  students.  Also,  tests  are 
scheduled  over  several  days  so  that  only  one  test  is  written 
in  a day. 


How  are  the  tests  marked? 

Teachers  are  provided  with  scoring  guides  and  examples  of 
student  work  that  illustrate  the  standards.  This  enables 
teachers  to  mark  their  students’  tests  and  use  the  results  as 
part  of  students’  final  grades. 

Provincial  marking  is  done  centrally.  Multiple-choice 
questions  are  machine-scored.  Selected  teachers  meet  in  July 
to  mark  the  written  part  of  the  language  arts  tests.  Alberta 
Learning  staff  provide  training  to  these  teachers  and  carry 
out  regular  reliability  checks  during  central  marking. 


Do  the  achievement  tests  affect  report  card 
marks? 

The  teacher  is  in  charge  of  classroom  assessment.  Each 
teacher  decides  whether  to  mark  the  tests  and  use  the  results 
in  arriving  at  final  grades  for  the  students. 


The  teacher  may  use  a student’s  mark  from  a whole  test  or 
part  of  the  test  along  with  other  assessment  information.  If 
the  teacher  uses  the  mark  from  an  entire  test,  the  results  will 
reflect  the  provincial  standard  best. 


How  can  I get  the  achievement  test 
results? 

Alberta  Learning  prepares  a chart,  or  profile,  showing  each 
student’s  performance  in  relation  to  provincial  standards  on 
each  test.  Two  copies  of  the  profile  are  sent  to  the  school 
where  the  student  wrote  the  achievement  test.  One  copy  is 
for  the  student’s  record,  and  the  other  is  for  sharing  with 
parents. 

Each  school  and  jurisdiction  receives  detailed  reports  on  its 
students’  results  for  all  subjects  tested.  These  reports  also 
include  the  provincial  results. 


What  can  I do  to  help  my  child? 


Frequent  reading,  both  in  and  out  of  school,  is  critical  to 
children’s  success  in  all  subject  areas.  When  children  read 
broadly  and  often,  they  develop  a foundation  that  is 
necessary  for  future  learning.  This  occurs  because  they 
experience  new  vocabulary  and  sentence  structures,  search 
out  answers  to  questions,  solve  problems,  and  gain 
information;  and  they  develop  valuable  thinking  skills  as 
they  work  to  get  meaning  from  their  reading.  All  of  these 
factors  are  essential  for  success  in  school. 


It  is  important  to  remember  that  much  learning  happens  quite 
naturally  within  the  home  environment.  In  addition  to 
reading,  many  activities  help  children  develop  knowledge 
and  skills.  Families  talk  about  things,  go  places  and  do 
things  together,  play  games,  make  plans,  and  deal  with  home 
situations.  Listening  to  your  child,  showing  enthusiasm 
about  your  child’s  learning,  and  providing  encouragement 
go  a long  way  to  building  self-confidence. 

It  is  most  important  to  be  in  touch  with  your  child’s  teacher. 
By  talking  with  the  teacher,  you  can  gain  an  understanding 
of  what  is  expected  of  your  child.  You  can  also  get  more 
specific  tips  about  ways  to  support  your  child’s  learning. 


More  questions? 


■ 

Jffc 


WBk 


; 

If  you  have  additional  questions  or  comments  about 
achievement  testing,  please  speak  with  your  child’s  teacher 
or  school  principal,  or  contact: 

Achievement  Testing  Team 
Student  Evaluation  Branch 
Alberta  Learning 
(780)427-0010 

To  be  connected  toll-free  in  Alberta,  dial  310-0000 
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Provincial  Standards  and 
Sample  Questions 


In  this  section,  a short  list  of  what  students  should  know  and  be  able  to  do  by  the  end  of  Grade  9 in  each  core 
course  is  given.  You  can  get  a more  complete  description  through  discussion  of  your  child’s  educational 
program  with  his/her  teacher.  More  detail  is  also  provided  in  the  Curriculum  Handbook  for  Parents.  A 
handbook  is  available  for  each  grade  at  your  school. 

Sample  questions  are  also  provided.  The  questions  give  you  a first-hand  look  at  what  provincial  achievement 
tests  are  all  about.  We  have  reduced  the  actual  print  size  and  changed  the  format  to  fit  the  limited  space 
available  in  the  Parent  Guide.  The  answers  to  the  questions  are  on  page  10. 


Grade  9 Mathematics  Standards  Sample  Questions  for  Grade  9 Mathematics 


Students  are  expected  to  be  able  to: 

• use  the  rational  number  system  (numbers  that  can  be 
written  as  fractions)  to  solve  problems 

• perform  calculations  involving  rational  numbers  in  both 
their  fractional  and  decimal  forms,  using  estimation, 
paper  and  pencil,  calculators  and  computers  when 
appropriate 

• use  measurements,  coordinate  geometry,  pattern 
recognition,  and  reasoning  to  solve  problems  in  a 
variety  of  contexts. 

• describe,  illustrate,  and  analyze  experimental  results 
expressed  in  two  variables,  using  technology  as 
required  (using  calculators  and  computers  as  required) 

• use  trigonometric  ratios  (sine,  cosine,  and  tangent)  to 
solve  problems  involving  right  triangles 

• add,  subtract,  multiply,  divide,  factor,  and  model 
polynomial  expressions 


Use  the  following  information  to  answer  question  1. 

One  of  the  questions  on  the  learner’s  permit  test 
required  Kristy  to  determine  at  what  speeds  she 
would  be  allowed  to  travel  on  a highway  with  the 
following  posted  sign. 


1.  The  equation  or  inequality  that  shows 
the  answer  is 


A.  s<  lOOkm/h 

B.  s = 100  km/h 

C.  5 > 1 00  km/h 

D.  s < lOOkm/h 
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Use  the  following  information  to  answer  question  2. 


3. 


Which  of  the  following  area  diagrams  represents 
the  product  of  (x  — 3)(x  — 2)? 


FT]  Distance  travelled  after 
brakes  applied  (skid  marks) 

I | Distance  travelled  while  reacting 
' — 1 (based  on  average  reaction  time 
of  3/4  second) 


— Source:  Operator's  Licence  Information,  Basic  Licence  Driver's  Handbook,  1995 

2.  At  the  scene  of  an  accident,  the  police  measured  the 
length  of  the  skid  marks  as  87  m.  According  to  the 
graph  above,  the  best  estimate  of  the  speed  of  the  car 
before  the  driver  applied  the  brakes  is 

A.  100  km/h 

B.  llOkm/h 

C.  less  than  100  km/h 

D.  more  than  1 1 0 km/h 


Use  the  following  algebra  tiles  legend  when  answering 
question  3. 


A. 

Eli ZJjjDD 
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Use  the  following  information  to  answer 
numerical-response  question  1. 


NR1.  Correct  to  the  nearest  tenth  of  a centimetre,  the 
length  of  x is cm. 


Record  your  answer  in  the 
numerical-response  section  on  the  answer  sheet. 
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Grade  9 Language  Arts  Standards 

Students  are  expected  to  be  able  to: 

• use  experiences,  knowledge  of  language,  and  context 
clues  to  make  meaning  from  text 

• identify,  evaluate,  and  synthesize  information  from  a 
variety  of  sources  to  make  informed  choices,  form 
opinions,  and  answer  questions 

• describe,  interpret,  and  comment  on  the  actions,  attitudes, 
and  motives  of  main  characters  in  Grade  9 level  literature 

• explain  how  literary  elements  such  as  plot,  setting,  and 
characterization  are  interrelated 

• identify  the  techniques  used  by  authors  to  achieve  a 
desired  purpose  and  sometimes  incorporate  them  into 
their  own  writing 

• communicate  information  and  ideas  effectively  in  a variety 
of  contexts  and  for  a variety  of  purposes  and  audiences 

Grade  9 Language  Arts 
Description  of  Part  A:  Writing 

The  written  part  of  the  test  has  two  assignments  and  is 
designed  to  be  completed  in  two  hours.  One  requires 
students  to  read  short  literary  selections  and  then  write  a 
narrative  piece  or  an  essay  in  response  to  some  aspect  of 
the  readings  that  is  identified  in  the  assignment.  The 
second  assignment  is  functional  writing.  This  is  usually  a 
business  letter,  with  a specified  audience,  purpose,  and 
context. 

Students’  writing  is  evaluated  on  what  they  say  and  how 
well  they  say  it.  The  scoring  categories  for  the  narrative/ 
essay  writing  are  content,  organization,  sentence  structure, 
vocabulary,  and  conventions  (spelling,  grammar,  and 
punctuation).  Content  and  organization  are  weighted  to  be 
worth  twice  as  much  as  each  of  the  other  categories.  The 
scoring  categories  for  the  functional  writing  are  content 
and  content  management  (conventions  and  format),  which 
are  weighted  equally. 


Sample  Questions  for  Part  B:  Reading 

Read  “Legacy  Defaulted”  below  and  answer 
questions  1 to  5. 

LEGACY  DEFAULTED 

As  I walk  into  the  room,  I look  around.  This  is  the 
room  where  my  father  was  bom,  where  he  spent  his  first 
three  years,  and  I am  hoping  to  find  something  that  will 
tell  me  what  he  was  like  when  he  lived  here.  My 
5 grandparents  had  taken  the  family  and  moved  to  a 
bigger  house  when  this  one  grew  too  small  for  them. 
There  seems,  at  first,  to  be  nothing  in  the  room  except 
dust,  but  then  in  the  comer,  I see  something,  and  walk 
over  to  examine  it. 

10  There  are  five  blocks  set  one  on  top  of  another,  with 
more  scattered  around  the  tower.  They  are  small,  about 
an  inch  square,  with  letters  of  the  alphabet  painted  on 
them.  The  letters  can  hardly  be  seen  any  more.  Lifting 
one  off  the  floor  to  examine  it  more  closely,  I realize  that 
15  it’s  one  of  the  set  my  father  told  me  about. 

He  had  told  me,  when  I was  a boy,  of  the  days  when 
he  was  young.  He  had  talked  about  the  only  memory  of 
living  in  this  old  house  that  he  had.  It  was  moving  day, 
and  he  had  been  puzzled,  not  understanding  what  was 
20  happening,  but  when  he  sat  down  to  play  with  his  letter 
blocks,  the  world  grew  still  around  him,  and  he  became 
calm.  He  told  me  that  he  never  knew  what  had  become 
of  the  set. 

Now  I know.  I can  see  a picture  before  me  of  a small 
25  three  year  old,  confused  by  all  the  activity  around  him, 
sitting  down  to  play  with  the  one  familiar  thing  pulled 
from  the  packing  boxes,  a set  of  blocks.  I can  see  him 
picking  up  five  blocks,  placing  them  one  on  top  of 
another,  very  carefully,  so  that  they  are  exactly  centered. 
30  He  was  always  very  meticulous. 

They  are  like  that  still;  the  bottom  four  set  precisely 
on  top  of  each  other.  But  the  fifth  one  is  over 
on  the  right,  only  half  on  the  tower.  Perhaps  it  had  been 
knocked  accidentally  by  a small  hand  as  the  boy  left  to 
35  answer  his  mother’s  call.  He  had  to  go,  and  he  left  his 
blocks  as  they  were,  thinking  he  would  be  back  in  a few 
minutes  to  play  again. 

He  had  never  come  back.  Later,  the  house  had 
become  his,  but  it  was  not  the  structure  he  owned;  it 
40  was  the  memory.  Maybe  he  felt  that  if  he  came  back, 
the  memory  would  be  gone,  and  all  he  would  have  left 
would  be  an  old  abandoned  shell  of  a building. 

Looking  around  now,  I see  that  the  boy  has  gone. 
He  left  the  house  to  me,  but  not  the  memories.  I had 
45  thought  that  this  house  would  give  me  the  key  that 
would  open  the  locked  doors  of  his  past,  and  the 
memories  would  be  mine  also.  But  the  key  left  with  the 
boy. 

Denise  Fair 
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1. 

In  the  story  “Legacy  Defaulted,”  the  narrator  most 
Likely  feels 

A. 

manipulated 

B. 

forgotten 

C. 

disappointed 

D. 

neglected 

2. 

The 

narrator  has 

A. 

inherited  the  house  from  his  father 

B. 

sold  his  grandparents’  house 

C. 

purchased  the  house  from  his  grandparents 

D. 

visited  the  house  when  he  was  a child 

3. 

The  word  “meticulous”  (line  30)  means 

A. 

creative  and  original 

B. 

carefree  and  nonchalant 

C. 

relaxed  and  unconcerned  about  details 

D. 

precise  in  attending  to  details 

4. 

The  narrator  is  hoping  that  visiting  the  house  will 
help  him  to 

A 

discover  information  about  the  building 

B. 

remember  his  childhood 

C. 

find  out  why  his  grandparents  moved 

D. 

leam  more  about  his  father 

5. 

The  phrase  “the  key  left  with  the  boy”  (lines  47  to  48) 
best  suggests  that  the 

A. 

narrator  has  to  find  a new  key  to  the  house 

B. 

door  to  his  father’s  memories  remains  locked 

C. 

father  left  the  key  behind  when  he  was  a child 

D. 

house  still  holds  secrets  about  his  father 

Grade  9 Science  Standards 

Students  are  expected  to  be  able  to: 

• show  how  science,  technology,  and  societal  decision 
making  are  related 

• apply  the  inquiry  skills  of  questioning,  proposing  ideas, 
designing  experiments,  gathering  data,  processing  data, 
and  interpreting  data  to  solve  problems 

• describe  the  diversity  of  living  things  by  their 
characteristics,  adaptations,  similarities,  and  differences, 
as  well  as  general  features 

• describe  the  characteristics  and  properties  of  fluids  and 
explain  the  application  and  transfer  of  forces  within 
hydraulic  devices 

• apply  the  knowledge  of  heat  transfer  in  the  examination  of 
technologies  for  the  containment  and  transfer  of  heat 
energy 

• apply  the  principles  of  basic  circuitry  to  the  concept  of 
electrical  systems,  subsystems,  and  control  devices 

• describe  the  chemical  properties  of  common  substances, 
distinguish  between  chemical  and  physical  change,  and 
identify  the  factors  that  affect  reaction  rates 

• describe  the  idea  of  environmental  quality  and  the  role  of 
science  in  monitoring  that  quality 


Sample  Questions  for  Grade  9 Science 


Use  the  following  information  to  answer  question  1. 


People  swimming  in  the  town  pool  have  been 
complaining  of  eye  irritation.  The  pool  manager 
believes  that  there  will  be  less  eye  irriation  if  the 
water  in  the  pool  is  neutral.  She  determines  the  pH 
of  the  water  by  using  blue  litmus  and  using  the 
following  chart  as  a reference  guide. 

Chart  of  Indicators 

Indicator 

Acid 

Base 

Neutral 

bromothymol  blue 

yellow 

blue 

green 

phenol  red 

clear 

pink 

red/violet 

red  litmus 

pink 

blue 

pink 

blue  litmus 

pink 

blue 

blue 

pH  paper 

orange 

blue 

yellow-green 

phenolphtalein 

clear 

pink 

clear 

1.  When  the  pool  manager  tested  the  water  with  blue 
litmus,  it  turned  pink.  In  order  to  neutralize  the  water 
in  the  pool,  the  pool  manager  should  add 


A.  hydrochloric  acid  diluted  (acid) 

B.  sodium  carbonate  diluted  (base) 

C.  distilled  water  (neutral) 

D.  chlorine  (disinfectant) 
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Use  the  following  information  to  answer  question  2. 


Numerical  Response 


An  electrician  showed  you  a table  where  the  resistance 
of  various  sizes  of  aluminum  wire  was  measured  at 
different  temperatures. 

Diameter  of 
Aluminum 
Wire  (mm) 

Resistance  in  ohms  at 
Three  Temperatures 

0°C 

20°C 

40°C 

0.08 

5.20 

5.64 

6.31 

0.10 

3.27 

3.55 

3.97 

0.16 

1.29 

1.40 

1.57 

0.20 

0.81 

0.88 

0.99 

2.  The  electrician  explained  that  to  determine  if  the  type 
of  metal  affects  resistance,  the  resistance  of 
aluminum  wire  with  a diameter  of  0. 1 6 mm  at  0°C 
could  be  compared  with  the  resistance  of 

A.  copper  wire  with  a diameter  of  0. 16  mm  at 
20°C 

B.  aluminum  wire  with  a diameter  of  0. 16  mm  at 
20°C 

C.  copper  wire  with  a diameter  of  0. 16  mm  at 
0°C 

D.  aluminum  wire  with  a diameter  of  0. 16  mm  at 
0°C 

Use  the  following  information  to  answer 
numerical-response  question  1. 

The  next  morning,  a naturalist  arrived  at  the 
camp  and  led  The  Pack  on  a hike.  The  naturalist 
made  four  statements  about  what  you  observed 
during  the  hike. 


£ Match  the  number  of  the  statment  to  the  appropriate 
term.  Use  each  number  only  once. 


mimicry  mutualism  environmental  single 

adaptation  food-source 
adaptation 


Use  the  following  information  to  answer 
numerical-response  question  2 

You  saw  a herd  of  mountain  goats.  Through 
natural  selection,  many  species  of  animals  have 
developed  advantages  that  suit  their  particular 
habitat.  Some  natural  selection  advantages  of 
mountain  goats  are 

1 broad  feet 

2 thick  fur 

3 quick  reflexes 

4 concentrated  urine 


Numerical  Response 


| Match  the  number  of  the  natural  selection  advantage 
of  mountain  goats  to  the  corresponding  habitat 
feature.  Use  each  number  only  once. 


Statement  1 


Statement  2 


Statement  3 


The  Viceroy  butterfly  has 
undergone  an  adaptation  to  match 
the  colours  of  the  Monarch  butterfly. 

A beetle  species  was  found  living  on 
only  one  type  of  tree. 

Midge  larvae  and  other  freshwater 
larvae  have  structures  such  as 
hooks  for  living  in  fast-moving 
water. 


Statement  4 Lichen  exists  because  of  a 

relationship  between  a fungus  and 
an  alga,  and  if  they  are  separated 
from  each  other,  they  may  die. 


cold  high  low  fast 

temperature  snowfall  rainfall  predators 

Record  all  four  digits  of  your  answer  in  the 
numerical-response  section  on  the  answer  sheet 


Your  friends  recalled  specific  terms  that  were  related  to 
the  statements  but  could  not  agree  on  which  term 
corresponded  to  each  statement. 
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Grade  9 Social  Studies  Standards 


Use  the  following  statements  to  answer  question  3. 


Students  are  expected  to  be  able  to: 

• describe  the  major  types  of  economies  and  how  each 
meets  the  needs  of  people 

• explain  how  economic  growth  and  technology  change 
affect  quality  of  life 

• read  and  interpret  maps  to  uncover  relationships  between 
geography  and  industrialization  in  the  United  States,  in 
the  former  Soviet  Union,  and  in  Canada 

• identify  and  evaluate  alternative  answers,  conclusions, 
solutions,  or  decisions  concerning  issues  of  economic 
growth  in  the  United  States,  in  the  former  Soviet  Union, 
and  in  Canada 

• support  a position  using  persuasive  arguments  on  quality 
of  life  in  a market,  centrally  planned,  or  mixed  economy 

• communicate  effectively  with  others  in  formal  situations 
such  as  interviews  and  panel  discussions  on  different 
perspectives  of  economic  growth 

Sample  Questions  for  Grade  9 Social  Studies 

1.  Supporters  of  a mixed  economy  would  argue  that 
such  a system  is  best  because 

A.  control  of  resources  is  the  priority  of  the 
government 

B.  government  intervention  in  the  marketplace 
is  minimal 

C.  competition  is  all  that  is  required  to  ensure 
high-quality  products 

D.  consumers  receive  the  benefits  of 
competition  and  government  protection 


Use  the  following  drawing  to  answer  question  2. 


2.  A major  effect  of  the  method  of  production  shown  in 
the  drawing  is  that 


A.  the  quality  of  products  improves 

B.  the  cost  of  production  increases 

C.  workers  become  skilled  at  certain  tasks 

D.  worker’s  jobs  become  more  complex 


Speaker  I 

I believe  that  economic  decision  making  has  become 
very  complex.  Individuals  and  private  businesses 
cannot  be  expected  to  run  the  economy.  Government  is 
best  equipped  to  make  the  major  economic  decisions 
for  the  country. 

Speaker  II 

I believe  that  government  should  only  be  involved  in 
running  the  economy  to  create  conditions  for  a more 
equal  distribution  of  wealth.  Government  should  make 
sure  that  everyone  in  need  is  taken  care  of,  at  least  at  a 
minimum  level. 

Speaker  III 

Many  of  our  problems  come  from  poor  government 
decisions  that  result  in  high  taxes,  inflation,  and  high 
interest  rates.  I think  the  government  should  leave 
major  economic  decisions  to  individuals  and  private 
businesses. 

Speaker  IV 

Government  should  be  in  control  of  some  programs. 
However,  there  are  times  when  individuals  are  better 
suited  to  make  certain  economic  decisions,  and  they 
should  take  matters  into  their  own  hands. 


3.  The  speaker  who  most  favours  a centrally  planned 
economy  is 


A. 

Speaker  I 

B. 

Speaker  II 

C. 

Speaker  III 

D. 

Speaker  IV 

Use  the  following  comment  to  answer  question  4. 

Competition  [guarantees]  continuous  improvements  in 
industrial  efficiency.  It  leads  . . . producers  to  eliminate 
wastes  and  cut  costs  so  that  they  may  undersell 
others.  ...  It  weeds  out  those  whose  costs  remain 
high  and  thus  operates  to  concentrate  production  in 
the  hands  of  those  whose  costs  are  low. 

— -from  What  Everyone  Should  Know  About  Economics  and  Prosperity 

4.  This  comment  supports  the  inference  that 
competition 

A.  allows  producers  to  be  solely  responsible  for 
their  products 

B.  forces  producers  to  be  responsive  to 
consumers 

C.  increases  the  prices  of  goods  and  services 

D.  lowers  the  demand  for  consumer  goods 
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Use  the  following  graph  to  answer  question  5. 


Source  II 


Economic 

Activity 


5.  Phase  IV  on  the  graph  is  normally  associated  with  a 
period  of  economic 


A. 

depression 

B. 

prosperity 

C. 

recovery 

D. 

recession 

— both  sources  from  Canadian-American  Relations 


Use  the  following  cartoons  to  answer  question  6. 

Source  I 


6.  The  main  point  of  these  cartoons  is  that 

A.  acid  rain  is  a problem  that  affects  only 
Canadian  businesses 

B.  acid  rain  is  a problem  that  is  ignored  by  many 
American  industries 

C.  Canadians  and  Americans  do  not  agree  on 
acceptable  levels  of  acid  rain 

D.  Canadians  and  Americans  do  not  agree  on  the 
best  way  to  fight  acid  rain 


Answers 

Mathematics 

Language  Arts 

1. 

A 

1. 

C 

2. 

D 

2. 

A 

3. 

D 

3. 

B 

4. 

D 

NR1 

12.4 

5. 

B 

Science 

Social 

Studies 

1. 

B 

1. 

D 

2. 

C 

2. 

C 

NR1 

1432 

3. 

A 

NR2 

2143 

4. 

B 

5. 

C 

6. 

B 

10 


